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Abstract

In the present article, based on the original Manichaecan documents such as Middle
Persian, Parthian, Sogdian, and Coptic writings, as well as a non-Manichaean source
i.e. Ibn al-Nadim’s al-Fehrest, 1 will try to identify the reward for the good deeds of
a pious human being after death and the angels who come to visit him with a few gifts
in order to accompany him to the Light Paradise, along with a beautiful and fragrant
virgin who appears to the believer before being judged and is, in fact, the beautiful
image and shape of his good thoughts, words, and deeds. This textological study
shows that, among the various rewards mentioned in various Manichaean and non-
Manichaean sources, three rewards of garment, garland, and diadem are part of the
original Manichaean eschatological system and other rewards are either equivalent to
these three gifts or subsequent additions. As the present article argues, in
Manichaeism not only the concept of the Virgin of Good Deeds is based on the
Zoroastrian concept of "Daena", but also the concept of the Manichaean reward-giver

angels is rooted in the Indo-Iranian traditions.

Keywords: Gifts for the Spirit of the Pious, Reward-giver Angels, Daena,
Manichaeism.
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GSR Klimkeit 1993

H EEFEE T ERE& Monijiao xiabu zan [Mo ni chiao hsia pu tsan] “The Lower

(Second?) Section of the Manichaean Hymns”, Ms. S.2659, British Library,
trnsl. by Daoming (8™ ¢.?), ed. by Tsui Chi 1943; Lin 1997
Hom. Homilies, Polotsky 1934; Pedersen 2006
Huy. Huyadagman (A Manichaean Parthian text from Turfan), in: Boyce 1954
Kellis Gardner 1993
1Keph. Introduction + chapts. 1-95 (pp. 1-244), in: Polotsky/ Bohlig 1934-1940; Gardner 1995.
loc. locative
MHIMS  Reck 2006

Mir. Andreas/ Henning 1934

Man. iii

MP Middle Persian

postp. postposition

Ps. Psalm

PsB 11 (Manichaean) Psalm-Book, Allberry 1938
Pth. Parthian

Reader Boyce 1975

sg. singular

SMhF Shiraz Manichaean Fragment, ed. by Shokri-Foumeshi 2017
Sogd. Sogdian

WMIr. Western Middle Iranian
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sein Angesicht, die ewigen Friichte(?), das Getridnk, um den Kopf einen Kranz aus Blumen
[]. Sie selbst ihn aussendet [.”
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