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Abstract

This article presents a quantitative and qualitative study of the religious songs and liturgical
texts of the Iranian Manichaeans living in Central Asia, one of which is represented by
manuscript M797. These manuscripts, discovered at the beginning of the twentieth century
in the oasis of Turfan in the Xinjiang region of China, indicate that the Manichaeans in their
monasteries composed songs and hymns that were sung collectively in groups. In this paper,
we aim to explore the significance of Manichaean liturgical texts in religious studies: What
structural features did they follow? What were their characteristics? In which languages were
they produced? And how should they ultimately be interpreted? This analysis adopts a textual
approach, sometimes venturing into historical linguistics when necessary. The paper seeks
to answer these questions as far as the Middle Persian - Parthian fragment M797 and other
available evidence allow.
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