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Abstract

In the present article, the nature and character of “Jesus” — one of the most prominent
figures in Manichaean teachings and the founder of Manichaeism’s theoretical framework
— is analyzed. The research findings indicate that diverse portrayals of Jesus are presented
in various Eastern and Western Manichaean texts, including: “The Suffering Jesus, The
Crucified, The Living Soul,” “The Luminous Jesus,” and “Jesus Christ, The Historical
Jesus.” These manifestations are all aspects and dimensions of a single personality, each
expressed in a specific manner. From Mani’s perspective, Jesus Christ was not born of any
mother; rather, the suffering of this crucified and tormented Jesus is the suffering of the Light
imprisoned in the material world, which is embodied in Jesus Christ. He is the same deity,
the Luminous Jesus, who descended multiple times from the Kingdom to bring revelation to
the prophets and who will sit on the judgment seat at the end of the world to judge all people.
This article demonstrates that the manifestations of “Jesus the Bridegroom,” “The Young
Jesus,” and “Jesus the Moon” have only emerged in scholarly interpretations without being
explicitly defined or specified in Manichaean theology.
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