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Abstract

Manichaeism was founded in Babylon in the third century CE, during the reign of the second
Sasanian monarch, and shortly thereafter became established in Central Asia. Following the
emergence of the Mongol Empire in the thirteenth century CE and its domination of the region,
the Manichaeans sought refuge in Fujian in southeastern China. In recent decades, the remains
of these migrant Manichaeans have been discovered, revealing forms of Manichaeism that
differed from the form prevalent in Iran and Central Asia. The present study seeks to examine
the course of the development of Manichaeism from Iran to China and to show how, after its
arrival in China, Manichaeism, which was often regarded as a foreign religion, managed to
preserve itself within the religious traditions of the Chinese people in Fujian during difficult
periods of religious persecution by incorporating diverse elements from Buddhist and Daoist
traditions, thereby enabling its continued survival and expansion in China. The article also
examines the similarities and differences among the deities mentioned in Mani the Buddha
of Light and those found in other Manichaean sources. The fact that Manichaeism was able
to continue its existence independently in southern China after the fall of the Tang dynasty
provides good evidence of the flexibility and skill of its followers in maintaining the religion
while preserving an appearance of religious reverence and legitimacy.
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1. Unsurpassed Buddha of Light.
2. Unsurpassed King of Light.

3. Good Mother Buddha.

4. Compassionate Mother.
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1. First Thought Buddha.
2. First Thought.

3. five light buddhas.

4. Five light-sons.

5. Narisah-yazd.

6. Third Envoy of Light.
7. Great Envoy of the Beneficent Light.
8. Jesus of Light.

9. Jesus Buddha.

10. Virgin of Light.

11. Lightning Buddha.
12. Lightning.
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1. Great Mind.

2. Wise Light Buddha.

3. Wise Light.

4. Good King of the Mind.
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1. After Ma, and Wang 2018: 30-32.
2. Unsurpassed Venerable of Light.

3. The Living and Chosen Spirit.
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1. Enjoyer of the Lights Buddha.
2. Creator of forms Buddha.

3. Pure Wind Buddha.

4. Pure Wind.

5. Third Man.

6. Diamond Column of Glory.
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1. Great Nous.

2. the Light-Nous (who is) the Glory of the Teaching.

3. Five Buddhas.

4. the first great Tathagatas of good acon.

5. the second great Tathagatas of good aeon.

6. the third great Tathagatas of good acon

7. The fourth great Tathagatas of good acon

8. Long Life Nectar King
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